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Occupation Projections Methodology: 
Data Sources

• Occupational Staffing Patterns
• OES survey responses are summarized by industry and 

matched to a NAICS code
• Statewide responses are substituted in cases where local OES 

responses are not available

• Industry Employment Projections
• Primary data source used to project changes in occupational 

employment
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Occupation Projections Highlights

• 21 of the 22 Major Occupation Groups are projected to record 
employment gains

• The Office and Admin Support Occupation is projected to record the 
largest numeric change (23,526 jobs)

• Community and Social Service Occupation is projected to record the 
fastest growth rate (7.3% growth)

• Occupations requiring a doctoral or professional degree are projected 
to record the fastest growth rate (6.0% growth) 

• Occupations requiring a high school diploma or equivalent are 
projected to record the slowest growth rate (4.5% growth) 
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United States 2015 OES Employment Levels 
Minimum Education 
Requirement Level 

Total 
Employment 

Share of Total 
Employment 

No formal educational credential          38,210,820  27.9% 

High school diploma or equivalent          49,592,460  36.2% 

Some college, no degree             3,554,340  2.6% 

Postsecondary nondegree award             8,259,890  6.0% 

Associate's degree             3,286,770  2.4% 

Bachelor's degree          28,267,570  20.6% 

Master's degree             2,328,720  1.7% 

Doctoral or professional degree             3,496,450  2.6% 

Total        136,997,020  100.0% 

 


